
History Whole School Vocabulary Progression 

Reception 
yesterday, last week, at the weekend, this morning, last night?  
how, why, because, find out, I wonder what/if/when/why?   

 
Autumn Spring  

 

Summer  

 
Where is my family from? 
Mum/mother, dad/father, son, daughter, sister, brother, aunt, uncle, cousin, niece, 
nephew, step father/mother/brother/sister, grandparent, grandmother, 
grandfather, grandchild, baby 

People who help us 
Police, ambulance, nurse, doctor, fireman, dentist, bus driver, bet, caretaker, 
mechanic, refuse collector, post delivery person, builder, teacher, lolly pop person, 
paramedic 
 

Mary Seacole, Crimean War, nurse, sick, Jamaica, wound, travel, Britain, doll, battle, 
ship, prejudice 
 

Florence Nightingale, sick, soldier, cleaning, Lady of the Lamp, Crimean War, injured, 
God, charity, care, hospital, medal, lamp, red cross, Turkey 

 

Year 1 
 

Understand and use appropriate historical vocabulary to communicate, including: dates, BC, AD, time period, change, ancient, century, decade 
Before, after, past, present, then, now, in order, a long time ago, recently, when my parents/carers, grandparents were children, in the …… times?  
questions, find out, evidence, collect, history, information, research, sources, artefacts, objects, historians, investigate?  

find out, explain, facts, reasons, events, actions?  

 

Autumn  Spring  
 

Summer  

Where do and di the wheels on the bus go? 
Local History – Escomb 
 
Special places, map, park, church, photograph, bridge, people, lake, old, new, 
oldest, newest, long time ago timeline, similarities, differences, chronological 
order, famous people, artefact,  

Why is wii more fun than when my Grandparents were young? 
 
Whip and top, rag doll. Games console, rocking horse, robot, barbie, 
teddy bear, building block, scooter, jack in the box, plastic bricks, 
super hero, marbles, skate board, toy soldiers, board games, toy ships 
 
Blackboard, chalk, nit nurse, ink well, pen and nib, skipping, marbles, 
snakes and ladders, ludo 

Who was famous when my mum and dad were little? 
Past, present, Rosa Parks, discrimination, Disability, Famous, racism, 
chronological, inclusion, protest, equality, courageous, segregation, 
refuse, civil rights, seat, bus, equality, African American 

Year 2 
 

Understand and use appropriate historical vocabulary to communicate, including: dates, BC, AD, time period, change, ancient, century, decade 
in order, a long time ago, recently, when my parents/carers, grandparents were children, years, decades and centuries, in my lifetime, in my parents’/carers’ lifetime, modern, old-fashioned, long term, short term, timeline, time scale, in the ……. period, in …… 
times?  
questions, wonder, find out, evidence, collect, points of view, opinion, historical, information, research, sources of information, resources, artefacts, objects, historians, investigate?  
 find out, explain, reasons, events, causes, consequences, impact, affected, actions, time periods?   

 

Autumn  Spring 1 Summer  
 

What was Bishop Auckland like 100 years ago? 
Past, present, now then, artefact 
Gramophone, wireless, quilt, penny farthing, farthing, washing dolly, charabanc, 
workhouse, gruel 
 
Same, different, , similarities, differences, Blackboard, chalk, nit nurse, ink well, 
pen and nib, skipping, marbles, snakes and ladders, ludo 
Mining, colliery, pit, banner, union, big meet, railroad tubs, steam engine, 
locomotive number 1, Darlington to Stockton Railway, transport, Victorians  

How has Nelson Mandela helped make the world a better place? 
Nelson mandela, discrimination, president, black, South Africa, prison, 
human rights, racial prejudice, segregation, peace, treason, 
demonstaration, life sentence, hard labour, Nobel Peace Prize, 
respect, chronological, significant, inspirational, relevant 
 
, discrimination, Disability, Famous, racism, chronological, inclusion, 
protest, equality, courageous 

Why was Captain Cook very brave? 
Captain James Cook, Maps, Tahiti, Botany Bay, Australia, England, 
Endeavour, ship, timeline, voyage, discovered, navigator, wreckage 

Year 3 
Understand and use appropriate historical vocabulary to communicate, including: dates, time period, era, chronology, continuity, change, century, decade 

 

Autumn  
 

Spring  
 

Summer  
 

Who first lived in Britain? (Stone Age)  
Archaeologist, artefact, neolithic, BC, chronology, tribal, hunter gatherers, 

How can we rediscover the wonders of Ancient Egypt? 
Archeologist, pharaohs, tombs, pyramid, hieroglyphs, vizier, scribe, 

Do you know where we are? 
Special places, map, park, church, photograph, bridge, people, lake, 



shelter, civilisation, settlement, prey 
 
Stone Age, Bronze Age, Iron Age, Palaeolithic, Neo lithlic 
Skara Brae, Stone Henge, pottery, Celts, hill fort, round house, shield, armour, 
spear, flint, fire, cave, bones, artist, animal skins,  
 
 

sarcophagus, mummy, papyrus, scarab, canopic jar, mummifications, 
civilisation, Tutankhamen, sphinx 

old, new, oldest, newest, longtime ago timeline, similarities, 
differences, chronological order, famous people, artefact, 
 
Legend, Dun Cow, St Cuthbert, cathedral, viking raid,  
Tom McGuiness,  

Year 4 
Understand and use appropriate historical vocabulary to communicate, including: dates, time period, era, change, chronology, ancient, century, decade 

 

Autumn  
 

Spring  
 

Summer 
 

Why were the Romans so powerful and what did we learn from them? 
Centurion, emperor, aqueduct, gladiator, Londinium, conquer, invade, 
Romanisation, senate, Roman baths 
 
Pantheon, amphitheatre, soldier, Julius Caesar, Emperor Claudius, Boudicca, 
mosaic, aqueduct, Empire, Colosseum, gladiator 
 

Has Greece always been in the news? 
Philosophy, Athenians, Spartans, democracy, Olympics, plague, truce, 
Zeus, loincloth, Apollo, sacred truce, temple 
 
Empire, vase, Olympics, athlete, Parthenon, Alexander the Great, 
Greek Gods 

 

Year 5 
Understand and use appropriate historical vocabulary to communicate, including: dates, time period, era, chronology, continuity, change, century, decade, legacy 

 

Autumn  Spring  
 

Summer 
 

Who were the Myans and what have we learned from them? 
Glyphs, codices, Chichen itza, cacao, ahau or ahaw, batab, Itzamna, huipil, Kin, 
Kukulcan, Uinal 
 
Civilisation, warrior, calendar, King, MesoAmerica, maize, corn, beliefs, crime, 
punishment 
 

Were the Anglo-Saxons really smashing?  

Archaeologist Anglo-Saxon Kingdom, shires, Shire reeve, thane, 
legacy, Wessex, Witan of Witenagermot, wergild, churl, Mercia 
 
Settlement, invasion, Jewellery, runes, coins, Beowulf, East Anglia, 
Sutton Hoo, St Bede, Alfred the Great, Pagan religion, riddle 
 

 

Year 6 
 

Autumn 
 

Spring  
 

Summer  
 

Why should the world be ashamed of slavery? 
Slavery, William Wilberforce, slave, segregation, colony, auction, exploitation, 
plantation, abolition, middle passage, triangular trade, Trans Atlantic slave trade 

Were the Vikings always victorious and vicious? 
Archaeologist, raids, vicious, lomnghouse, berserkers, longship, Odin, 
Scandinavia, Danelaw, misconception, Jorvik,  
 
Viking, King, Thor, horn cup, thatched house, sword, shield, spear, 
axe, coins 

 

 

 

 


